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July 27, 2020

Charter Schoal |mstitute
1600 North Broadway #1250
Denver,-CO 80202

Dear Charter School Review Team:

The Ute Mountaln Ute Elder Committea fully support the Kwiyagat Commurtity Acadery. Tha Kwiyagat
Community Academy, a proposed Ute Mountain Uta language and culture charter schodl In Towase,
Colorade, will b an impartant-and critical new addition to the educatianal sarvises in the Tawaac
community, when it:opensin Fall 2021,
As Elders of our community and living on our Ute Homeland all our lives, we saw maity ¢hanges, from
the time we lived with our parents, grand-parents, ot. We were raised with discipline, lova, respact,
sharing and earing for each other. Children of today dan't have what.we grew up with, we 5ay, they are
talsed by computars and moderri tachriology. Ourichildren need to see beyond the reservation.
Not that we.as Eidlers want our chiidren to leave the reservation, but to do something useful with their
lives and make samething of their lives. They are importantand thefr Education Is important, Oun
Culture, Language and Traditions néed to be revived and we can assure that thay are brought back in
the Kwiyagat Commurity Acadgmy,
Sorng of us'went t0.Boarding Schools. Tha treatmant. of Native students was inbuman, We weara told
NOT to SPEAK UTE! We:-wera punishad for speaking our language, aur har was cut. Qur pride and
dignity stripped. They ¢alled it “civilized”. We do not want that treatment forour students.
The Elder Commiftee believes that we canencourage students and assist the Kwiyagat Community
Academy inthe following argas:
{1) Summer 2020-Fall 2021 during start-up phase
During the startup phase, the committee will assist with planning the language program and
storytelling for tha Kwiyagat Community Acadeiny.
Betty Howe, Language Specialist will plan the language curriculum working with the Elder
Committee toerisura that the curriculuny Is spacifi to the Lte Mountain Ute language.
{2} Fall 2021-on-going during school operations
Batty Hows and Afram Wall will be the Ute Language Teachers as well as the Ute Histary
Teachers when the school opens In the fall of 2021,
(3) Elders will be a part of the Academy and will be welcame to Interdct, tell stories and teach the
students traditianal Ute ways and ericourage tham to learn the Ute Traditions and language.

The Eldar Committae is looking forward to being a partner of this schaal and teaching the youth of the
Tawact Communiity many years into the future.

Srncereiy.,

rman, Alfred WAllJr,

Elder: 1m§ane Pelt-!;






